CITY OF FOND DU LAC – Press Release	
Director of Public Works

Date:	February 5th, 2014

To:	News Media

From:	Jordan Skiff, Director of Public Works

Re:	 City of Fond du Lac Seeks Input Regarding Bikes on Sidewalks


Currently, bicycles are not allowed to be ridden on sidewalks in the City of Fond du Lac, except children’s bikes with wheels of 20” or less, and even they are not allowed on downtown Main Street.  

The City Council, on March 12th 2014, will consider an ordinance change that would allow bicycling on sidewalks throughout the City.  Citizens are invited to share their views on this ordinance change. Residents should understand that regardless of whether bikes are allowed on sidewalks, the reckless use of a bike is still prohibited. 

The survey link is https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RYR8WFL and available on the City’s website at www.fdl.wi.gov and Facebook page from today until March 5th.  Residents who would like a paper copy of the survey may contact the Public Works Department at 920-322-3472.

The survey includes two sections, one for City sidewalks in general and one specifically related to bikes on downtown Main Street.  Advantages to allowing bike riding on residential sidewalks include enabling students and families with young children to bike in neighborhoods together.  A disadvantage is that it may create conflicts between bicyclists and walkers or joggers.

In the downtown, bikes on sidewalks may create safety concerns and discourage some people from shopping in downtown businesses.  On the other hand, the roadway of Main Street often feels too narrow to safely operate a bike, and some patrons may not visit the downtown because they would like to bike there.  

The City hopes that citizens lets their voices be hears, whether you feel strongly about this issue or just have a general preference.

The website also includes a list of local and state laws that would still apply to bicyclists on sidewalks. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please review the list of state and local laws that would still apply to bicyclists on sidewalks (see below).
            
State and Local Laws Regulating the Use of Bicycles on Sidewalks
State Law:
1. 346.94(1): When bicycles are allowed to be operated on sidewalks, bicyclists must yield to pedestrians and give an audible warning when passing pedestrians traveling in the same direction. 
1. 346.804: At intersections and other sidewalk crossings (alleys, driveways), a bicyclist on the sidewalk has the same rights and duties as pedestrians. 
City Ordinance (Proposed):
1. 241-4(G) “Persons may ride or propel a bicycle upon any . . . sidewalk. . . when they do so in a careful and prudent manner. Any person operating a bicycle must maintain efficient control and operation of such bicycle. When approaching a pedestrian, a cyclist on the sidewalk shall reduce the speed of the bicycle to that which is no greater than necessary to continue the safe operation of the bicycle.” 
City Ordinance (Existing):
1. 7.10(3): “All operators of bicycles shall observe and obey all laws dealing with vehicular traffic. . .” 
1. 7.10(3)(a): Bikes “shall be in good and safe mechanical condition.” 
1. 7.10(3)(b): Bikes shall only carry the operator unless a tandem or equipped with a properly used child seat. 
1. 7.10(3)(d): “No person operating a bicycle shall cling or attach himself or the bicycle to any other moving vehicle.” 
1. 7.10(3)(f): People operating bikes at night need to wear or use a “lamp emitting a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet. . .” 
1. 7.10(6): “Every bicycle shall be operated with reasonable regard to the safety of the rider and of other persons and property.” 
1. 7.10(7): “Every person operating a bicycle shall strictly observe all traffic signs and signals and all other traffic rules and regulations applicable thereto and shall obey the orders and directions of every officer of the City authorized to direct or regulate traffic.” 
1. 7.10(8): No person shall, while operating a bicycle, indulge or engage in any kind of stunt or acrobatics on any public roadway. . .” 
Surveys may be returned to Jordan Skiff, City of Fond du Lac, 160 S. Macy St., Fond du Lac, WI  54936.  Comments are welcome by e-mail (jskiff@fdl.wi.gov) or phone (920-322-3472).

