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City of Fond du Lac
Community Development Block Grant Program

Citizen Participation Plan
A. Background:  Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
The CDBG program was established by Congress in 1974 with the passage of the Housing and Community Development Act.  The program provides funding for 3 broad goals:
1) decent housing;

2) a suitable living environment; and

3) economic opportunities

principally for low and moderate income persons.

The City of Fond du Lac has been an Entitlement Community under the CDBG program since 2004.  As such, the City receives a regular annual allocation of CDBG funds which is managed through the Consolidated Planning process, which identifies housing and community development needs, and identifies strategies to meet those needs.  The process encourages citizens to participate in the Consolidated Planning process as outlined below.
B. Introduction:  Citizen Participation Plan
The Citizen Participation Plan serves as the foundation for developing stronger citizen relationships throughout the City of Fond du Lac.  The City supports and encourages participation of Citizens, community groups, and other interested agencies in both the development and evaluation of programs and activities covered in the Consolidated Plan.  Increasing citizen and community involvement in an important component of gaining a better understanding of the needs in the City and developing appropriate strategies to address those needs.
Copies of the CPP are available in the Community Development Department, the Public Library, and on the City web site.

C. CDBG Policy and Administrative Oversight
The City of Fond du Lac’s Community Development Department will provide planning and administrative oversight of CDBG funded activities.  Policy oversight including , but not limited to, approval of all housing loans, economic development project participation, and other financial assistance will be the responsibility of the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Fond du Lac.
D. Public Hearings
Each year the RDA will host two (2) public hearings.  The first hearing is designed to receive citizen and agency input on community and neighborhood needs and to assess progress on the previous year’s approved projects.  Following the first hearing, staff will prepare a needs report that it and community agencies can use in formulating project proposals.
The second hearing will encourage citizen comment on City staff’s recommended Consolidated Plan, list of proposed projects and funding recommendations.  The staff recommendations also will describe why certain projects were recommended for funding.  Following the hearing, the RDA will allow at least 30 days to receive citizen 
comments before submission of the Consolidated Plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. (HUD).  Hearings will take place at times and places convenient to the general public and with concern for reaching all residents including the disabled and non-English speaking population.  All public hearing notices shall be 
published at least 15 days in advance of the hearing.  Notices of public hearings are published in the newspapers and distributed via direct mail/email.
E. Availability:  Consolidated Plan/Performance Report
Limited printed copies of the Consolidated Plan and the Performance Report will be available to the public in the Community Development Department, City-County Government Center, 160 S Macy Street, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.  Copies also will be available at the Public Library and at agencies funded with CDBG monies.  Electronic versions of both reports will be available on the City’s web page.

F. Access to Records/Technical Assistance
The Community Development Department shall provide citizens, agencies, and other interested parties with access to information and records related to the City’s Consolidated Plan and programs, funded during the proceeding 5 years.  City staff also shall provide technical assistance to low and moderate income groups in developing funding proposals.
G. Amendments
The City will amend its approved Consolidated Plan whenever it makes one of the following decisions:

· To make a substantial amendment in allocation priorities or a substantial amendment to the method of distribution of funds;

· To carry out an activity not previously described in the Action Plan, using funds from any program covered by the Consolidated Plan (including program income); or

· To substantially amend purpose, scope, location or beneficiary of an activity.

Substantial amendment is defined as a change in a planned or actual activity proposed after the official adoption of the Consolidated Plan that affects 10% or more of the City’s current annual allocation of CDBG funds.  
Substantial amendments to the approved Consolidated Plan must be authorized by the RDA, and will be made public by postings and public notices in the newspaper.  The City will receive and consider comments on substantial amendments to the Consolidated Plan for 30 days before implementing those amendments.  

H. Anti-Displacement
It is the policy of the City of Fond du Lac to minimize the displacement of individuals and businesses which may result from CDBG activities.  In cases where displacement is absolutely necessary, relocation benefits will be paid in accord with the Uniform Relocation Act, other applicable federal regulations, and Chapter 32 of the Wisconsin State Statutes.
I. Complaints
Any citizen or group with a complaint about the consolidated plan, amendments, and/or the performance report may file a complaint in writing with the Community Development Department within 30 days of the action that gave rise to the complaint.  The City shall respond, where practicable, within 15 days.
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