POLICE & FIRE COMMISSION HEARING
MINUTES

January 22, February 6, February 8, 2013
City-County Government Center


Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54935
1.22 And 2.6 Council Chambers
2.8 City Manager Conference Room
ROLL CALL – January 22, 2013
Commissioners Present: 

Josh Bullock 
Jeff Nielsen
Vickie Huck 

Commissioner Excused:

Tami Christian 
Commissioner Unexcused:

Paco DeLaTorre

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Commissioner Huck to approve the minutes of January 4, 2013.  

Seconded by Commissioner Nielsen.  

Motion carried unanimously. 
CONVENED THE HEARING ON TERMINATION OF FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC EDGAR RAMIREZ-TELLEZ
Firefighter/Paramedic Edgar Ramirez-Tellez was present and represented by his attorney, Charles Blumenfield. Fire Chief Peter O’Leary and his attorney, James Korom, were also present.  Several witnesses testified.

ADJOURNMENT

At 10:30 pm, a motion was made by Commissioner Huck to adjourn the hearing.  

Seconded by Commissioner Nielsen.

Motion carried unanimously.

Hearing Adjourned until February 6, 2013.  
ROLL CALL – February 6, 2013
Commissioners Present: 

Josh Bullock 

Jeff Nielsen
Vickie Huck 

Commissioner Excused:

Tami Christian 
Commissioner Unexcused:

Paco DeLaTorre
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Commissioner Huck to approve the minutes of January 30, 2013.  

Seconded by Commissioner Nielsen.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

RE-CONVENED THE HEARING ON TERMINATION OF FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC EDGAR RAMIREZ-TELLEZ
Firefighter/Paramedic Edgar Ramirez-Tellez was present and represented by his attorney, Charles Blumenfield. Fire Chief Peter O’Leary and his attorney, James Korom, were also present.

All testimony was presented.  All exhibits were taken into evidence. Both Attorneys made their final arguments.  Hearing completed.  The Commission chose to hold their deliberations on February 8th.
ADJOURNMENT

At 10:00 pm, a motion was made by Commissioner Nielsen to adjourn.  
Seconded by Commissioner Huck.
Motion carried unanimously.

Hearing Adjourned.  
ROLL CALL – February 8, 2013
Commissioners Present: 

Josh Bullock 

Jeff Nielsen
Vickie Huck 

Commissioner Excused:

Tami Christian 
Commissioner Unexcused:

Paco DeLaTorre
MOTION TO CONVENE IN CLOSED SESSION

Commissioner Huck moved to convene in closed session for the purpose of:

Weighing the evidence and deliberating upon the complaint to determine whether to grant or deny Fire Chief O’Leary’s request to terminate Paramedic Edgar Ramirez-Tellez or if a lesser discipline should be imposed. 

The subject of the closed session is:
Disciplinary Hearing – Termination of Paramedic Edgar Ramirez-Tellez 

The subject is exempt under Wisconsin Statutes Sections 19.85 (1) (f) and 62.13 (5).

Commissioner Nielsen seconded the motion.
A roll call vote was taken.  Commissioners Bullock, Huck and Nielsen all voted in favor of moving into closed session.  The meeting was closed.

The Commissioners deliberated in closed session.
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MOTION TO RE-CONVENE IN OPEN SESSION

At 1:12 p.m., Commissioner Huck moved to re-convene in open session.

Commissioner Nielsen seconded the motion. 

A roll call vote was taken.  Commissioners Bullock, Huck and Nielsen all voted in favor of moving into open session.  The meeting was opened.

Police and Fire Commission President Bullock announced the decision of the Commission.

1. The Fond du Lac Police and Fire Commission found that Count 1 (being dishonest) of the Charges was not proved by the testimony and evidence presented at hearing.
2. The Fond du Lac Police and Fire Commission found that Count 2 (misuse of sick leave) was sustained by the evidence and testimony presented.  The Commission found that Edgar Ramirez-Tellez violated the City’s Rules of Conduct from Section IV, page 3 (sub. 5) misuse of sick leave of the Employee Handbook by being present in his place of business for three hours after calling in sick.
3. After finding Ramirez-Tellez had misused sick leave, the Commission determined that a penalty was warranted.  The Commission considered termination, a week of suspension and one day of suspension as possible penalties. The Commission determined that a one day suspension was most appropriate and reasonable.

MOTION TO APPROVE DECISION

Commissioner Huck moved to approve the findings and penalty as stated by PFC President Bullock.

Commissioner Nielsen seconded the motion. 

A roll call vote was taken.  Commissioners Bullock, Huck and Nielsen all voted to approve the findings and impose a penalty of a one day suspension.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Commissioner Nielsen to adjourn.  

Seconded by Commissioner Huck.

Motion carried unanimously.

Hearing Adjourned.  
