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Fond du Lac County



Lakeside Park Exploratory Committee

Notes from Visit and Tour with Dave Marcouiller

Lakeside Park Pavilion
November, 20, 2014; 10am
Present: 

· Committee Members: Ray Lapierre, John Short, Deb Doll, Douglas Teletzke, Craig Molitor
· UW-Extension: Chad Cook, Diana Hammer Tscheschlok, Dave Marcouiller

· City of Fond du Lac: John Kiefer, Dyann Benson, Jordan Skiff (left early)

· Public: 6 people representing Park Watch, Senior Center, and Audubon Society

1) All present introduced themselves. Skiff and Kiefer gave an overview of the Fond du Lac Park System and how Lakeside Park compares in size and amenities to other city parks and other surrounding parks. Lapierre gave an overview of scope and impact of Walleye Weekend. Molitor shared how Lakeside Park and Lake Winnebago fit into the area’s tourism strategy. Teletzke and Doll shared the local significance and history of the park. Members of the public shared their love of the open space, exercise equipment, walking paths, kayak opportunities, and nature.

Marcouiller described his role as a researcher in the areas of tourism, recreation planning, and economic impact. He has done studies on what people spend at angling tournaments and worked with High Cliff State Park on the economic impact of their boat marina. 
The group learned from Kiefer that Lakeside Park’s marina has about 232 boat slips in the full-service marina. The harbor master is a concessionaire. The marina is self-supporting for the City.  This makes it larger than the marinas at High Cliff and Menasha. Skiff and Kiefer also said that the City has already begun working with an engineering firm to design a plan for more trails through the park to connect with the Loop, part of which intersects the park. The Loop is 16 miles of trails through Fond du Lac that were recently connected and use has been high.
2) The group boarded the bus and stopped first at Oven Island. Kiefer said that Fond du Lac Softball, Inc. has games 5 nights/week during the summer on the three fields and brings 3-5 major tournaments to town each year. Molitor said these are a major source of hotel revenue for the area. (Another large hotel room filler is Blue Line for hockey events).

The group asked about ice skating opportunities. There is currently an outdoor rink that the City creates each year in McDermott Park which has a heated building for year-round use. It is not very well used and is hard to maintain, especially when temperatures suddenly warm up after it has frozen. There used to be 5 outdoor rinks maintained by the City.  Lakeside Park’s only year-round use buildings are the Pavilion and a small building by the marina. It was suggested to find out from the stakeholder surveys about the public’s interest in ice skating.
Doll remembered that curling used to be a popular activity at Waters School and in Lakeside Park. This doesn’t happen anymore. 
There are no groomed cross-country ski trails in the Park due to the high winds which make them hard to maintain. 

Lake Winnebago is at the maximum depth of 20 feet and most places closer to 15 feet deep. When high winds come, Oven Island has flooded from the wind blowing lake water inland. Occasionally, the bottom of the lake has been visible when the winds blow strongly for a long time. When winds create differences in the depth of a lake, it is called a seiche.

The lagoons/canals are now 6-8 feet deep after this summer’s dredging project. DNR didn’t want a break-wall created with dredged material. The rule is “no permanent structures in the lake.”  The City took care to follow DNR rules. The dredged material was pumped to a settling pond in Lakeside Park West where it will dry out and then be shaped and used to revegetate the surrounding areas. Right now the road accessing that part of Lakeside Park West is closed to the public to prevent accidents on the pond. 

Doll remembered many years ago having a swimming/bath house concessionaire in the park that rented swimsuits, washed them, and had a slide into lake.

The nearest public swimming area to Lakeside Park is Roosevelt Park which has stairs leading over the rip rap to the lake. The lake bottom is “mucky” in the park, and it likely would not be allowed by DNR to add sand into the lake. It also would be likely to blow away. A question was raised about the possibility of creating a swimming area off of the lagoons, apart from the lake itself. 
Most of the park events are headquartered on Oven Island. These include 2 car shows, an art show, and Walleye Weekend.

The lake does have the invasive species zebra mussels which have very sharp shells and pile up quickly. There are also occasional algae blooms and blue-green algae events, though not nearly as many on this end of the lake as they have in the north. The City sprays for invasives in the Marina and in areas inside the park. Plants are thicker on the east side of the lake to the point that they impede navigation. There is also another invasive plant, phragmites, in Lakeside Park West. 

3) The next stop on the bus was at the marina.

The boathouses are privately owned. The rule is that they can’t be improved over 50% of their value. The selling price is usually $25-30,000.

The exercise equipment in the eastern part of the park was donated to the City for free by the manufacturer. It is high quality equipment, and the exercise circuit is underused.

The City has a 99-year lease agreement with the Yacht Club. The club owns the docks in front of their building. There is a restaurant inside year-round open only to members. 
There was a question about whether land values are increased for private property near the park. 

4) The bus took Scott Street passed A&W and then back into the Park via Main Street, passing by the playgrounds and rides, and stopping briefly at Frazer Point. 

5) Much of the park land was used for industrial purposes many years ago. The City gradually leased or purchased parcels as those companies closed or moved.

The concessionaire who runs the train and other rides owns all the equipment.  The same business operates the canoe rentals.

The Exchange Club pays for and manages the petting zoo. Rides concessionaire owns all equipment.  

Nemesis Metals had the original idea to do the light show and has paid for it every year. Now they have a partnership with other local organizations to keep it going. The City pays the electricity, but it uses very little since the bulbs are all LED’s. 
Frazier point would be a likely place to add another boat launch if one is needed some day. 
Frazier Point is commonly called Stinky Point due to the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The presence of the Treatment Plant and the Fond du Lac River keep an open area free of ice in the lake at this point in the park which is utilized by many waterfowl.
6) The bus drove to Lakeside Park West.

This portion of the park is two times the size of Lakeside Park East at 230 acres. It is 75% marsh (Supple’s Marsh) and one of the only marsh areas left on Lake Winnebago.  
The largest boat launch in the park is here with 12 ramps and ample parking.

Wisconsin Power & Light leases a parcel of land to the Park in this area.
There is already a fish cleaning station by the Yacht Club and one has been proposed for Lakeside Park West. 

There is a trail through the marsh here. 
The Dog Park is the only place where dogs are legally allowed in the park.
7) The bus returned to the Pavilion, and the meeting adjourned about 11:45am.

